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your universities in plenteous mauner, soe that every one of
you in your diocese do this, as well in your Cathedrall church
as in Abbies and Priories, and in all other places convenient.
24       UNIVERSITY DECAY
Thomas Lever, a Lancashire man, took his B.A. at Cambridge in
1542 and became Master of St John's in 1553, The following extract is
from a sermon preached at St Paul's Cross in 1550, before the citizens of
London. Though the final effect of the Reformation was to give Oxford
and Cambridge, under Elizabeth and the Stuarts, a greater share in the
national life than ever before or since, yet the first effects of the change of
religion were highly prejudicial to the Universities. The 3rd chapter of
voL ill. of The Cambridge History of English Literattere, while laying
great stress upon the temporary damage done, is strangely silent as to
the final result. Lever's Sermons, ed. Arber, 1870, p. 120.
If ye hadde anye eyes ye shoulde se and be ashamed that
in the great aboundance of landes and goods taken from
Abbeis, Colleges and Chauntryes for to serve the kynge in all
necessaryes, and charges (especially in provision of relyefe for
the pore, and for mayntenaunce of learnynge), the kynge is so
dysapoynted that bothe the pore be spoyled, all mayntenance
of learnyng decayed, and you only enryched. But, for because
ye have no eyes to se wyth, I wyll declare that you may heare
wyth youre eares, and so perceyve and knowe, that w[h]ere
as God and the kynge hathe bene moste liberall to gyve and
bestowe, there you have been moste unfayethfull to dyspose
and delyver. For accordying unto gods word and the kfyjnges
pleasure, the universities, which be the scholes of all godlynes
and vertue, should have bene nothyng decayed, but much
increased and amended by thys [the] reformacion of religion..,.
For before that you did beginne to be the disposers of the
kinges liberalitye towardes learnyng and poverty, there was in
houses belongynge unto the unyversyte of Cambryge, two
hundred studentes of dyvynytye, manye verye learned, whyche
bee nowe all clene gone, house and manne, young towarde
scholers, and old fathcrlye Doctors, not one of them lefte: one
hundred also of an other sorte, that havyng rych frendes or
beyng benefyced men dyd lyve of theym selves io Ostles and*
Innes, be eyther gon awaye or elles fayne to crepe :intt>
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